

















7. CORnECTICUT InTERNATIONAL.

Travels Of the UCOnn SChOOl Of Dental MediCine (continued from page 1)
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UConn dental students in Belize with a young patient

We began in March with the annual trip to Tobati, Paraguay, the third year for this project which is conducted
with the annual trip for high school students from the Kingswood-Oxford School (K-O) in West Hartford, Connecticut.
While the K-O students worked on a variety of community projects, the SDM students traveled to village schools in the
local area to provide such primary services as oral hygiene instruction and pain relief through dental extractions. Plans
are to expand the program next year to include ART dentistry.

Along came April and it was time to travel to Belize. Five years ago, the SDM students working through the
Ministry of Health, adopted the town of Independence in southern Belize. The dental project there has a two-fold mis-
sion. As per all of the international projects, pain relief is provided through dental extractions. What makes the project
unique in Belize is the dental sealant program. Every year students provide sealants to the permanent molars of all first
grade students. The hope is that there will be a reduction in dental decay, thus reducing the need to extract permanent
teeth.

May brought a new pilot project and a trip to South Africa for five students and two of the SDM faculty. Working
with students and faculty at two dental schools, the UConn dental students demonstrated a method of providing a large
scale dental sealant program within the local schools of Johannesburg and Pretoria.

The question is frequently asked, “Why do dental students participate in these projects?” The bottom line an-
swer is, “Because they really do care about improving access to care to people not only in Connecticut, but throughout the
world.” There are a number of benefits for all of the participants. The most obvious benefit is the improved oral health of
the people being served. The SDM students also receive significant benefits both educationally and professionally. They
are exposed to different health care systems and they learn to provide high quality oral health care under very difficult
conditions. In addition, students learn to work together as a responsible group to benefit those less fortunate than them-
selves. The last group to benefit is the preceptors who travel with the students. Responsible for teaching and monitoring
all of the oral health care, preceptors are drawn from the UConn SDM, Connecticut community dentists, and SDM stu-
dents’ parents who also happen to be dentists. The preceptors have the privilege of promoting and directly watching the
growth of the next generation of dental health care providers. Everyone wins with the SDM international project.



8. CONNECTICUT INTERNATIONAL.

From the Interim Executive Director: (continued from page 1)

again reflecting the University’s goal of highlighting the importance of international programs and opportunities for stu-
dents and faculty, a goal made explicit in the University’s new academic plan. To lead and coordinate UConn’s globaliza-
tion efforts, Provost Peter Nicholls created the International Affairs Coordinating Committee, a group that includes rep-
resentatives from Study Abroad, the Global Citizens Curriculum Committee, Global House, the Schools of Social Work
and Engineering, UCAELI and Undergraduate Admissions, as well as OIA. The Provost charged the IACC with making
UConn’s existing array of international programs and its faculty expertise more visible and accessible to the University
community, and to create new opportunities for students and faculty in the coming years. OIA looks forward to continu-
ing to play an active role in these efforts.
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