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The Konover auditorium in the Dodd Center overflowed with students, faculty, staff, 

and members of the community who came to hear Rajmohan Gandhi give the fifth 

annual Radha Devi Joshi Lecture of the India Studies Program.  Rajmohan Gandhi, 

the grandson of Mahatma Gandhi, is a former member of the Upper House of Indiaôs 

Parliament and currently Research Professor of South Asian and Middle Eastern 

Studies at the University of Illinois.  Professor Gandhiôs lecture 

on ñThe Emergence, Context, and Content of Gandhiôs Non-

violenceò spoke about the many events and influences that 

shaped the development of his grandfatherôs commitment to 

non-violence or ñahimsa.ò  Following the lecture  he signed 

copies of his recent award-winning book Gandhi:  The Man, 

His People, and the Empire. 

 

RAJMOHAN GANDHI VISITS UCONN  

 

 On September 4, 2009, eight students from the University of Connecticut 

boarded a plane for Korea.   Three of them had been part of the design team who sent 

in sketches for an unrealized production of The Selfish Giant, by Oscar Wilde, to The 

World Stage Design Competition 2009 in Seoul.  When they were asked to come to 

Korea and realize the production, they were overwhelmed and not quite pre-

pared.  With a lot of good will from a lot of people, and financial help from the Uni-

versity of Connecticut, the Office of International Affairs and Jane Henson, they 

moved into action.  

 

 

WORLDõS BEST DESIGN TEAM 

  

Submitted by Elizabeth Hanson 

Submitted by Laura Crow 

Rajmohan Gandhi at the Dodd 

Center 

(continued on page 10) 
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UC ONN -M ENOUFIA  U NIVERSITY  PARTNER-

SHIP  

T O  PROMOTE  WOMEN  IN  D EVELOPMENT  

In 2006, the Office of Inter-

national Affairs (OIA) was awarded 

a Middle East Partnership Initiative 

(MEPI) grant from the US Agency 

for International Development and 

the US Department of State, to work 

with Menoufia University (MU), in 

Shebin El-Kom, Egypt. As part of an 

ongoing effort in Egypt to reduce the 

gender gap, the Menoufia and 

UConn teams developed training and 

faculty exchange programs that built 

capacity at both universities to con-

duct outreach-oriented research on 

womenôs social, political, and eco-

nomic status, and connected MU 

faculty working on womenôs issues 

to community and non-

governmental organizations that 

can both facilitate and benefit from 

their research. 

 
Three Women in Develop-

ment Workshops were held at 

Menoufia University, facilitated by 

UConn and MU faculty. The first 

workshop, Women's Rights and De-

velopment, held in October 2006, 

provided the tools for participants to 

understand the intersections between 

womenôs rights and human rights in 

order to gain an appreciation of the 

interdependency of social, eco-

nomic, cultural, political and civil 

rights as they relate to gender equal-

ity and justice. During the first 

workshop, the project teams also 

explored possible models for a 

Womenôs Center at MU that would 

offer training on and off campus and 

that might eventually house a new 

Masterôs degree program in the in-

terdisciplinary field of Women in 

Development. 

 

Workshop 2, Womenôs 

Entrepreneurship and Leadership, 

was held in March 2007 and focused 

on training female entrepreneurs and 

small business trainer/consultants to 

start or expand small businesses, 

with the ultimate goal of increasing 

the number of women entrepreneurs 

who are actively earning their own 

Submitted by Elizabeth Mahan  

Continued on page 8 

 

 

The team visits the Cooperative Extension Serviceõs People Empowering People (PEP) program 
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GREETINGS FROM RIYADH 

Mohammed and I enjoy a 

campfire meal in the desert 

with friends 

SUBMITTED BY PAUL NICHOLS, MA, INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 

 ñWho are you visiting?  Where are you studying?  What do you do for work?ò  this is 

not a game of 20 questionsðit is a picture of life in the consular section at US Embassy Ri-

yadh.  Greetings from Saudi Arabia! 

 My name is Paul Nichols and I graduated with an MA in International Studies, concen-

tration in Latin America, and MPA in Public Administration from UConn in 2002 and 2004.  

After graduating I worked as an assistant town planner in Connecticut for four years, then 

joined the State Department as a Foreign Service officer in the fall of 2008. 

 So now I interview and issue visas to people interested in visiting the United States.  

Actually, every person I meet, either at the visa window or touring the region, is a chance to 

conduct a miniature diplomatic event.  Even though I am not a political officer, my job is to 

ñsellò the United Statesðthat means explaining the visa process, sharing about life in the 

States, or debating an issue of the day.  Over my career I will be 

working as a management officer in Latin America, the Middle East, 

and in Washington, DC.   

 I am grateful to the Office of International Affairs for helping 

to prepare me for this work, especially the papers I had to write in 

various Latin American Studies courses.  Because of guidance from 

professors, I developed a framework for analyzing, writing about, 

and solving the kinds of problems I see in every aspect of my work 

with the State Department. 

 If you like travel and languages, value learning from others, 

and enjoy solving problems, let me encourage you to join the Foreign 

Serviceðonce you finish your studies at UConn, that is!  Seriously, I 

would be delighted to share with you about life overseas and what 

steps I took ot prepare for the written and oral exams, so please feel free to e-mail me at 

nicholspm@state.gov  and visit www.state.gov to get the latest information on State Depart-

ment careers. 

 Oh, and your visa is approvedðI will see you at a foreign post soon! 

 
 

These two photos are from the original capital of Saudi Arabia, Diriyah.  The re-

building of this city is part of a wider effort to increase tourism in Saudi Arabia, in 

addition to restoring the intrinsic historical value of the site. 
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UNESCO Chair Global Human Rights 

Leadership Training Forum, Rwanda 

 

            .            Intense and powerful. These are two 

words being used to describe the experience of 

seven University of Connecticut students who par-

ticipated in the first regional Global Human Rights 

Leadership Training Forum in Rwanda. The Forum 

was hosted by the UNESCO Chair & Institute of 

Comparative Human Rights from the University of 

Connecticut, in collaboration with the Government 

of Rwanda and the Rwanda Human Rights Com-

mission from January 2 ï 10, 2010. Young human 

rights leaders from around the world have been 

joining experienced human rights practitioners to 

engage in human rights learning for the past five 

years at the University of Connecticut in Storrs. 

This was the first Forum, guided by the leadership 

of UNESCO Chair-holder Amii Omara-Otunnu, to 

take place outside of the United States in an effort 

to continue the inspiring and challenging global 

dialogue about human rights. 

The program included plenary sessions 

focusing on issues including the rule of law, gender 

equality, characteristics of a leader, the impacts of 

poverty, the right to health and the Millennium 

Development Goals.  Participants also spent time 

traveling the country, learning about the lived re-

alities of these topics.  They engaged in community 

service projects, such as leveling ground for a 

home being built for a widow and her children, and 

helping a local community group to build a school. 

Equally or more importantly, participants devel-

oped a greater appreciation of the hard work and 

relationships that contribute to community in 

Rwanda. One of the most moving activities in-

cluded a visit to a memorial site where the geno-

cide occurred.  Just as the visit was coming to an 

end, a severe thunderstorm lighted the landscape 

and rain tumbled down as though to symbolically 

remind us of the tears that were shed during the 

1994 genocide.  To conclude the Forum, we were 

honored by an opportunity to participate in a Ques-

tion & Answer session with President Paul Ka-

game in Kigali, shedding light on the current lead-

ership and plans to lead the nation into the future.  

Following the closing ceremony a reso-

lution developed by participants throughout the 

 

Submitted by Kara OôBrien 

(continued on page 9)  
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School of Social Work at the United Nations 

Submitted by Lynne M. Healy, Professor and Director, Center for International Social Work Studies, UConn School of Social Work 

Social work students and faculty are engaging with the 

United Nations in a variety of ways:  through intern-

ships, service on NGO committees, and participation in 

United Nations events. 

 An important part of the Schoolôs involvement 

at the UN is the student internship.  Each year, a gradu-

ate social work student completes a field internship 

with the United Nations NGO team of the International 

Association of Schools of Social Work (IASSW), with 

a focus on global social policy.  In past years, students 

have worked with diverse committees, including the 

UNICEF Working Group on Girls, the NGO Commit-

tee on Mental Health, the Committee on the Status of 

Women, and the Committee for Social Development.  

This yearôs student, Christina Tawadros, is working on 

the Committee on Migration, especially its Subcommit-

tee on Migration and Trafficking, and on the Working 

Group on UNICEF/Violence Against Children.  The 

Group on Violence Against Children is addressing 

abuses of children on all levels and types of abuse:  

labor, physical, sexual; discrimination,  

                                            (continued on next page)

 

 

Professor Healy and a group of students 

from Jamaica at the 

United Nations 

UConn Joins Ranks of Top Producers of Faculty Fulbrights  

 Written by:   Michael Kirk (originally published in UConn Today) 

Six UConn faculty members have re-

ceived a Fulbright Scholar award for the 

ô09 -ô10 academic year, placing the Uni-

versity in the top 10 among U.S. research 

institutions in terms of the number of 

faculty selected. 

UConn joins New York University, the 

University of Texas at Austin, the Uni-

versity of Washington, and Penn State, 

each of which had six faculty members 

chosen. Only Michigan State, the Uni-

versity of Michigan, and the University 

of Oregon had more (seven each). 

An international exchange program es-

tablished in 1946 under the aegis of the 

State Department to enhance Americaôs 

role in the world, Fulbright will send 

about 2,800 U.S. students and scholars 

abroad this year, according to the 

Chronicle of Higher Education. Ful-

bright recipients spend one year over-

seas. 

ñRanking among the top producers of 

faculty Fulbrights underscores that 

UConn faculty are engaged internation-

ally, in addition to being outstanding 

scholars,ò says Elizabeth Mahan, interim 

executive director of the Office of Inter-

national Affairs. ñThis bodes well for 

realizing the internationalization goals 

laid out in our academic plan, since all 

the research on internationalization in 

higher education points to faculty en-

gagement as the key to success.ò 

One UConn recipient of the award is 

Alexis Dudden, associate professor of 

history, who is spending her Fulbright 

year in Japan working on a new book. In 

it, she considers how Japanôs Cold War 

experience is influencing the ways Japa-

nese society is establishing the countryôs 

place in the region and the world in the 

21st century. 

ñIôm reading through various archives, 

doing ethnographic studies, and consid-

ering what daily life today means as a 

result of the Cold War experience along 

the Japan sea coast facing Korea, Russia, 

and Northeast China,ò says Dudden. 

Larry Goodheart, a professor of history 

at the Greater Hartford campus, is a sen-

ior Fulbright lecturer at Hacettepe Uni-

versity in Ankara, Turkey. He is teach-

ing courses in the Department of Ameri-

can Culture and Literature on African 

Americans, human rights, and capital 

punishment. In addition, he has lectured 

at Ataturk University in Erzurum and at 

Uludag University in Bursa. 

ñI find the exchange of ideas with stu-

dents and colleagues very stimulating,ò 

says Goodheart. 

Hedley Freake, a professor of nutritional 

sciences, is working in Hong Kong for 

the year. The education system there is 

being extensively revised, with students 

being required to spend a year less in 

high school and four rather than three 

years in college. As a consequence, the 

universities are developing new general 

education programs. Freake is part of a 

continued on page  9 

http://chronicle.com/
http://www.hun.edu.tr/english/
http://www.hun.edu.tr/english/


street children, and trafficking.  The Migration Subcommittee on Trafficking is analyzing the linkages between 

ratification of related UN policies and trafficking.  Christina will be presenting at a side event at the UN Commis-

sion on the Status of Women Meeting.  She will speak about her experiences in community organization around 

AIDS in Africa and on a panel on Organizing to Empower Women. 

 As she reflects on her experiences so far, Christina wrote: 

ñI have thoroughly enjoyed being at the UN and its learning experience.  Representing IASSW in various interna-

tional conferences and committee meetings has shown me the vital role NGOôs and Civil Society have in making 

a difference.  It is our job as social workers to advocate for those that have no voice on a local and global level.  I 

am thankful that I have been given this opportunity to see how the UN works, not only from the policy making 

side of UN organizations and specialized agencies but also the NGO community and its 

role in speaking out about international social problems.ò 

 Interns also assist with planning Social Work Day at the United Nations.   Each 

spring for the past 27 years, the international professional associations of social work 

(IASSW and the International Federation of Social Workers) have sponsored Social Work 

Day at the United Nations, The School of Social Work participates in many ways.  The 

School is an active supporter of the event with a modest financial contribution.  Twenty 

to thirty UConn social work students usually attend the event, along with several faculty 

members.  Last year, as part of a course on international development taught by Profes-

sors Lynne Healy and Rebecca Thomas, several International Studies MA students joined 

their social work peers at the event.  Social Work Day at the UN has grown in popularity.  

At the 25th anniversary event in 2008, a UN official announced that it was the largest 

civil society audience he had ever addressed at the UN, numbering 900 or more.  A group 

was organized to participate in the March 2010 

Social Work Day where they heard presentations 

by United Nations officials and international 

social work leaders.  

 Professor Lynne Healy represents the IASSW on the UN NGO 

Committee for Social Development and its subcommittee on the Eradi-

cation of Poverty.  Recent work of the committee focused on Social Inte-

gration.  Dr. Healy assisted the Committee in carrying out a survey of 

grassroots organizations on best practices to promote social integration.  

Responses were received from 62 countries and compiled into a report 

recently released by the NGO 

Committee.  The formal launch of 

the report took place at the open-

ing of the 48th session of the UN 

Commission for Social Develop-

ment where Dr. Healy spoke at 

the Civil Society Forum and gave an overview of the survey results. 

 The faculty and student representatives use their linkages with the 

UN to involve other students and faculty members.  In addition to partici-

pation in Social Work Day, other social work graduate students this year 

participated in the UN events commemorating the Day for the Eradication 

of Poverty, and several are registered for both the Commission for Social  

Development and the Commission on the Status of Women.  Professor 

Kathryn Libal presented on a panel at the 2009 Commission for Social 

Development, sharing her insights into the challenges of social integration 

of Iraqi refugees who have fled to neighboring countries and remain socially excluded.  Finally, the involvements 

facilitate bringing UN issues and materials into the social work classroom; the social and human rights missions 

of the UN are highly relevant to the profession.  The School looks forward to expanding internships at the UN and 

continuing its involvements.  

6. CONNECTICUT INTERNATIONAL  

Christina sitting at the 

desk of the representa-

tive from her native  

Egypt   

SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK (continued from previous page) 

Social Work and International Studies 

students at the UN 

Social Work Students pause for a 

photo during a break at the UN 

 



7. CONNECTICUT INTERNATIONAL 

 
2010 Conference on Water Resources in 

Ethiopia  

Dr. Patrick Obeng-Asiedu of the Center 

for Continuing Studies (CCS) attended 

the 2010 Conference on Water Re-

sources in Ethiopia at the invitation of 

UConn School of Engineering, organiz-

ers of the conference. Dr. Obeng-

Asiedu, who teaches Principles of Sus-

tainability, Community Development & 

Local Organizing, and Quantitative 

Analysis in the Master's of Humanitar-

ian Services Administration, has a solid 

background in sustainable development 

and water resources. He earned a PhD 

from the University of Bonn in Ger-

many and wrote his dissertation on allo-

cation of water resources for develop-

ment. In addition to his UConn MBA 

(Finance), he has a master of philoso-

phy degree from the University of 

Ghana, specializing in Agricultural, De-

velopment, and Resource Economics. 

 

The January 2010 conference which 

was held at Addis Ababa University in 

Ethiopia was funded by a National Sci-

ence Foundation (NSF) grant. Confer-

ence participants ranged from academi-

cians to politicians from the US, Ethio-

pia, and other African countries. The 

Dean of the UConn School of Engineer-

ing, Dr. Mun Choi, led the UConn dele-

gation which also included Dr. Carol At-

kinson-Palombo, Assistant Professor of 

Geography, Dr. Mekonnen Gebre-

michael, Assistant Professor of Civil 

and Environmental Engineering, and Dr. 

Emmanouil N. Anagnostou, Associate 

Professor of Civil and Environmental 

Engineering. 

 

ñThe Ethiopian highlands are believed 

to capture a greater part of Africaôs rain-

fall but food security problems still exist 

in the country. The conference sought to 

find a common ground on how to sus-

tainably develop and manage Ethiopiaôs 

water resources,ò said Dr. Obeng-

Asiedu. 

      Patrick Obeng-Asiedu at the conference  Addis Ababa University  
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income.  Strengths unique to womenôs leader-

ship styles were highlighted, including avenues 

for empowering women in leadership roles. 

The third workshop, Supporting Women and 

Families through Community Resource Mobi-

lization, held in March 2008, addressed im-

proving womenôs capacity to strengthen fami-

lies and improve communities through col-

laborative action. 

 

Inclusion of representatives of NGOs 

serving women in all three workshops was a 

key strategy for engaging the wider commu-

nity. Five NGOs and one village leader were 

represented at each workshop. The experiences 

and insights the NGO representatives shared 

with the larger group enhanced understanding 

of the issues confronting efforts to empower 

women in Egypt. After participating in the 

workshops, one NGO participant introduced a 

micro-finance program in her organization, 

and the village leader, who had been a bit 

skeptical of our intentions and ideas at the out-

set, returned to his community with ideas for 

improving womenôs opportunities to earn in-

come through household-based initiatives. 

 

Three Menoufia faculty members vis-

ited UConn to study the Cooperative Extension 

System or work on economic analyses of 

Egyptian agriculture. The MU project directors 

and a representative of the Egyptian Medical 

Womenôs Association also visited UConn in 

October 2009 to observe programs that offer 

students opportunities for service learning or 

other applied activities, and visits to commu-

nity organizations, such as Cooperative Exten-

sion Serviceôs People Empowering People 

(PEP) program and the Connecticut Womenôs 

Agricultural Network (CT WAgN). A final 

visit to Menoufia University by UConn fac-

ulty, in January 2010, was devoted to explor-

ing how to continue our collaboration now that 

the formal grant period and MEPI funding 

have ended. Our future collaboration will focus 

on Cooperative Extension, including commu-

nity development programs for women and 

families, and collaborative research in human 

nutrition and agricultural development 

 

The UConn project team was headed 

by  Boris Bravo-Ureta, former executive direc-

tor of OIA and currently a professor of Agri-

cultural and Resource Economics, and Eliza-

beth Mahan, interim executive director of OIA, 

and included the following faculty and staff: 

Nancy Bull (Vice Provost for Academic Ad-

ministration), Joseph Bonelli (Cooperative Ex-

tension Service), Cheryl Czuba (Cooperative 

Extension Service), Maria-Luz Fernández 

(Nutritional Sciences), Kathryn Libal (School 

of Social Work),  Cathleen Love (College of 

Agriculture and Natural Resources), and 

Teresa McDowell (former director of the 

Humphrey Center for Marital and Family 

Therapy, now at Lewis and Clark College). 

The Menoufia University team was headed by 

Dr. Ibrahim Siddik, professor of Agricultural 

Economics, and Dr. Taghreed Farahat, Profes-

sor of Community and Family Medicine. Shy-

maa Ata, a doctoral student in Nutritional Sci-

ences at UConn, who was nominated to earn a 

Masterôs degree in International Studies at 

UConn through this project, was a member of 

both project teams. 

UC ONN -M ENOUFIA  U NIVERSITY  PARTNERSHIP  

T O  PROMOTE  WOMEN  IN  D EVELOPMENT   (CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  2) 

 



Forum was presented to President Kagame, an ex-

cerpt of which reads as follows: 

ñMoved by informed empathy, we, the young 

adult Human Rights Leaders of the world, 

commit ourselves to build enduring bonds of 

solidarity with the people of Rwanda 

through sharing of experiences and informa-

tion, through practical engagement in activi-

ties, and through corrective actions and 

deeds of compassion;ò 

 

We trust that these human rights leaders will re-

main committed to this statement and hope that the 

University of Connecticut and global communities 

will be enhanced by their attitudes and actions. 

 

For information about the upcoming 6th Interna-

tional Leadership Training Programme: A Global 

Intergenerational Forum to be held at the Univer-

sity of Connecticut from August 6 - 14, 2010, 

please visit the UNESCO Chair website, http://

www.unescochair.uconn.edu/. 
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UNESCO (continued from page 4) 

 

Undergraduate students Pamela Abraham and Rafael Perez-

Segura engaged in community service alongside Rwandese 

men and women 

Graduate student Kara OôBrien  

team of Fulbright Scholars advising on  
this project. He is based at Hong Kong Poly-

technic University, but members of the Ful-

bright team work extensively together, provid-
ing workshops and consultation services to all 

universities in Hong Kong and also more 

broadly though the region. 
ñHong Kong universities are being required to 

reinvent themselves,ò says Freake. ñIt is a 

fascinating challenge to help them think 
through that process, while at the same time 

trying to understand the local and institutional 

cultures.ò 

Another recipient, Lanbo Liu, associate pro-

fessor of civil and environmental engineering, 

is at the Norwegian University of Science 

and Technology in Norway, focusing on the 

characterization of seafloor sediments. 

ñIôm collaborating with Norwegian academic 
and industrial partners on studying ambient 

noise data acquired with an Ocean Bottom 

Cable,ò says Liu. 
He notes that precise characterization of the 

mechanical properties of the seafloor is 

closely associated with a variety of research 

topics in engineering and defense, such as 
offshore geotechnical construction ï pipelines 

and platforms ï offshore hydrocarbon explo-

ration, underwater sensor networks, and un-
derwater warfare. 

Also in Norway is Wendy Glenn, an associate 

professor of curriculum and instruction in the 
Neag School of Education. While overseas, 

she is traveling to lower secondary schools ï 

grades 8 through 10 ï throughout the country 
to talk with students about American life and 

culture and provide professional development 

to their teachers. 

ñAs I talk with Norwegian students, I am 

continually reminded of the power of the 

media as a defining element of culture,ò says 
Glenn. ñSo much of what these students un-

derstand about American life comes from 

what they see in films and on television. I 
enjoy the opportunity to show Norwegian 

teens that America is more than McDonaldôs, 

MTV, and Paris Hilton.ò 
Glenn is also learning about the influence of 

economics in daily life. 

ñIn every region of Norway, students enjoy 

clean and updated facilities, excellent access 
to technology, and well-paid teachers,ò she 

says. ñThis experience has highlighted my 

awareness of the disparities that exist among 
school communities in the United States.ò 

The sixth UConn Fulbright Scholar recipient 

is Johann Gogarten, professor of molecular 
and cell biology, who is in Israel. 

In addition, Kathryn Hegedus, associate pro-

fessor of nursing, was selected for a Fulbright 
specialist grant in public and global health at a 

school in Ghent, Belgium. She attended and 

gave a presentation at an interdisciplinary 

program on palliative and end-of-life care, 

that was attended by faculty and students from 

eight European countries and institutions. 
ñThis was a very invigorating experience,ò 

says Hegedus. ñThe common language was 

English, but having faculty and students from 
eight countries, speaking at times in their own 

language as they did their group projects, gave 

a refreshing dimension to global sharing.ò 

 

Fulbright (continued from page 5) 
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